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Filed for intro on  04/10/2002

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 637
By  Henry

A RESOLUTION to congratulate Coach Jim Foster and the
Vanderbilt Commodores, winners of the 2002
Southeastern Conference Women's Basketball
Tournament Championship and an "Elite Eight"
team in the 2002 NCAA Women's Basketball
Tournament.

WHEREAS, the Tennessee General Assembly is pleased to specially honor and

commend those gifted student-athletes who, through their magnificent exploits, bring honor to

Tennessee and serve as exceptional ambassadors of this state; and

WHEREAS, the women’s basketball team of Vanderbilt University is comprised of such

estimable individuals; those remarkable young women recently claimed the 2002 Southeastern

Conference Women’s Basketball Tournament Championship, and went on to advance to the

"Elite Eight" in the 2002 NCAA Women's Basketball Tournament; and

WHEREAS, through diligence, dedication, and hard work, the Commodores maximized

their considerable talents and attained great heights in their 2002 season; and



- 2 - 01370656

WHEREAS, entering the tournament, the Commodores had compiled an impressive

record of twenty-four wins and a mere six losses; this remarkable record was achieved against

an arduous schedule that ranked as the fifth toughest in the nation; and

WHEREAS, the Vanderbilt women entered the Southeastern Conference Tournament

firing on all cylinders, as they had won five of their previous six contests; during a three-day

stretch, they would maintain their momentum as they peaked at just the right time; and

WHEREAS, Vanderbilt’s championship run began with a decisive 55-39 victory over

Auburn University; the Commodores overwhelmed their opponents with a 17-4 run to open the

game, and their stifling defense forced the Tigers to set a tournament record for fewest points

scored in a game; and

WHEREAS, on Saturday, the Commodores fought off an extraordinary effort by a

talented Arkansas squad to post a 81-78 victory; the game was still in doubt with only seconds

remaining, but the courageous Commodores called on their trademark defense for one final

stop to advance to the championship game; and

WHEREAS, this victory held special significance as it was the 500th for legendary

Commodore Coach Jim Foster, providing further evidence of his status as one of America’s

most highly respected coaches; in the NCAA Tournament, the Commodores reached the

"Sweet 16" round for the eighth time during Coach Foster's eleven seasons; and

WHEREAS, only forty minutes of basketball from the championship, the women of

Vanderbilt entered the final game as a remarkably determined squad; Louisiana State University

kept within striking distance for most of the game, but they eventually proved to be no match for

the powerful squad from Nashville; and

WHEREAS, in the final minutes of the game, the Commodores pulled away to a

commanding lead and eventually posted a 63-48 victory to claim the title of Southeastern

Conference Women's Tournament Champions and earned an automatic berth in the NCAA

Tournament; and
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WHEREAS, Vanderbilt’s championship was fueled by the efforts of a remarkably

talented group of young women, including three, Chantelle Anderson, Zuzi Klimesova, and

Ashley McElhiney, who were named to the All-Conference team; additionally, Miss Anderson

was selected as the Southeastern Conference Player of the Year, and Jillian Danker, Zuzi

Klimesova, Jackie Munch, Katie Smith, and Candice Storey were named to the Southeastern

Conference Academic Honor Roll; and

WHEREAS, the Commodores entered the NCAA Tournament as the Mid-West Region

top seed, and scored a 63-38 win over Oakland at Memorial Gym in the first round; Chantelle

Anderson lead the team with 28 points and a season-high 13 rebounds, with Ashley McElhiney

furnishing 12 points and Jillian Danker providing 10; and

WHEREAS, Vanderbilt victimized Arizona State at Memorial Gym with a 61-35 score to

step up to the "Sweet Sixteen," paced by Zuzi Klimesova's 15 points and a stingy Vanderbilt

defense; Jillian Danker, Chantelle Anderson and Ashley McElhiney added 15, 14 and 12 points

respectively to send the Commodores on to Ames, Iowa for the Region semifinals; and

WHEREAS, on March 23, Vanderbilt dashed the hopes of fourth seed North Carolina

70-61 with Chantelle Anderson scoring 22 points and sinking 14 of 16 free throws, while

Benningfield and McElhiney each scored 13 points and Danker provided 12 more; the

Commodores scored their final 19 points of free-throws; and

WHEREAS, on March 25 at Ames, the Commodores, in a valiant Midwest Regional

Final, scored 63 points against second seed Tennessee with its score of 68; Chantelle

Anderson, MVP of the Midwest Regional Tournament, scored 35 points and gathered in 12

rebounds, and Zuzi Klimesova scored 18 points, to end their dramatic season with a 30-7

record.  Along the way, Vanderbilt led the NCAA in field goal shooting percentage; and

WHEREAS, the Commodores have individually won countless honors, but their most

impressive accomplishments are those that they earned as a group, the title of Southeastern

Conference Tournament Champions and reaching the "Elite Eight" in the NCAA Tournament;
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the women, who have earned those honors, are Seniors Jillian Danker, Zuzi Klimesova, and

Candice Storey, Juniors Chantelle Anderson and Ashley McElhiney, Sophomores Jenni

Benningfield, Juli Colli, Venessa Ferragamo, Hillary Hager, and Katie Smith, and Freshmen Tia

Battle, Jill Corbett, Ashley Earley, and Abi Ramsey; and

WHEREAS, these outstanding young women have ensured that they will forever be

remembered as one of the greatest teams ever to grace Ingram Court at historic Memorial

Gymnasium; and

WHEREAS, Jim Foster is interested in producing players who are multi-dimensional,

contributing members of society as well as athletes; the team has an annual "Bring a Book"

game in which admission is a children's book to be donated to a community center or service

agency.  As a group or individually, the team volunteers at hospitals, community centers,

mentoring children and generally acting as unofficial "Big Sisters," without publicity or even

documentation; and

WHEREAS, Coach Foster was ably aided by Assistant Coaches Pete Gaudet, Kelley

Meury, and Chavonne Hammond; the team also received invaluable support from Basketball

Administrator Erin O’Brien and Administrative Assistant Vicki Spina; and

WHEREAS, the coaches helped precipitate the team’s unrivalled success by sharing

their deep love and great knowledge of the sport; and

WHEREAS, the Commodores epitomize all that is good in today's student-athlete, as

they have achieved an extremely high level of success in their sport, while evidencing the most

circumspect character, both on and off the court; and

WHEREAS, the dedication, determination, work ethic, and talent of this group of young

student-athletes not only made possible a championship basketball season, but will also surely

serve them well as they pursue success in their future endeavors; and
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WHEREAS, this General Assembly finds it appropriate to pause in its deliberations to

acknowledge and applaud the 2002 Vanderbilt Commodores for their success on the court and

for serving as fine examples of the high quality of Tennessee’s citizenry; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SECOND GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, That we join the administration, faculty, staff, students, and fans of Vanderbilt

University in celebrating the Commodores’ 2002 Southeastern Conference Women’s Basketball

Tournament Championship and their dramatic NCAA drive to the "Elite Eight" level, as we honor

and commend the talented women who achieved this supreme success.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we salute Coach Jim Foster for his outstanding

abilities as a coach and motivator, acknowledge his superb record in his profession and

continuing concern for his players, especially his eleven years at the helm at Vanderbilt.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we wish them much continued success and

happiness in all their future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


